
 
 
 

 Listen to as much radio news as possible over Christmas. You should 
write at least two of your own radio news scripts – one for Kiss / Capital 
and one for a Radio 4 audience.  Think about how your language would 
differ. 

RADIO NEWS – CODES & CONVENTIONS 
 
 
 



What might they ask you to do in the 
examination? 
 
 

o Conventions of newspapers and radio news including describing 
the genre, typical content, typical narrative structure etc. 
(including why these things are used, why the audience like 
them/ how they respond to them etc.) 
I have included some relevant slides. 
 

o Stereotyping and Representation of women, men, heroes, 
villains, ethnic minorities, and disability in news (including the 
effects on the audience, and why such elements are used) 

 
 

o Discuss why newspapers are in decline - why people read 
them   
 

o Discuss why some people criticise news coverage (greed; 
effects on audience)   

 
 

o Discuss institutions that make news products including the way 
they schedule them, the way they market them etc.   
 

o Your own ideas for news coverage   
 

 
o To design some radio news media products 
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You need to know the following: 
 
  
 Genre – codes and conventions of tabloid and broadsheet front 

covers. You should be able to label both using subject specific 
terminology.  

  

 Representation – …   (gender, ethnicity, age, nation, place, events or 
issues) You should be able to discuss these with reference to your 
case studies and unseen newspapers. 

  

 Narrative – Todorov, 5 w’s (inverted triangle) 
  

 Audience – you should know the audiences for all of the papers 
we have looked at as well as being able to identify target 
audiences for unseen papers. 

 
You also need to know psychographics, demographics and 
socioeconomic statuses. Uses and Gratifications and Hypodermic 
Needle. Opinion leaders and Gate keepers.  

 

 Industry – who owns what? News values. Why papers are in 
decline. Influence of papers and political bias. Convergence.  

 
 

 
 
Uses & Gratifications  
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Psychographics: 
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TASK 1 : 
  
  
   What might be the issues for society of newspapers having 

so much control over the selection of what is presented to 
readers? 

   What is your opinion?                  (10 marks) 
 
 
   What impact do you think that developments in modern 

media technology such as the internet has had in changing the 
role of newspapers?                                (10 marks) 

 
 
 

 Task 2 
 How many stations does Sky News supply bulletins 

to? 
 What is the weekly audience to these bulletins? 
 What choices do these stations have to make as to 

how they use the material supplied in these hourly 
bulletins? 

 How independent are the commercial radio stations 
in their news coverage? [think about the fact that 
many listeners will also be readers of The Sun or The 
Times – all like Sky TV and Sky Radio owned by 
News UK] 

 What issues might this have for audiences in the UK 
listening and reading the day’s news? [think about 
Gatekeeping from last session] 

 
 
TASK 3: 
Write the audience profile for a radio news product. 
Be sure to include: 
   The age / gender profile of the majority of the audience – the 

target audience [most; some; all] 
   The economic profile of the audience – again consider the use 

of : most, some, all 
   The interests and attitudes of the general audience 
   Which sections of the Young and Rubicam model they fall into 
   Define the elements of the product that lead you to make these 

judgements 
 
 
  



   EXAM STYLE QUESTIONS: 

Due to copyright restrictions, I am unable to provide 
examples or images – use any newspaper or your 
Trump cast study to answer these questions.  
 
Genre 

 Investigate how genre conventions are used on 
the cover of… 

 Investigate how far genre conventions are 
challenged in the newspaper page for… 

 Investigate how far the front cover of …conforms 
to genre conventions. 

 
Narrative: 

 Explore how the narrative is constructed in the 
cover page for…. 

 Explore the structure of the narrative in the 
newspaper article discussing Trump’s presidency 
(your case study material).  

 Explore how conventional the narrative 
construction is in your case study article. 

 
Representation 

 Explore how gender, ethnicity, age, nation, place, 
events or issues are represented on the front page 
of…. 

 Explore how far the representation of one of the 
following is challenged on the front page of… (how 
gender, ethnicity, age, nation, place, events or 
issues) 

 Explore how far the representation of one of the 
following reinforces conventional points of view in 
the newspaper article / front page of  / online 
newspaper…   (gender, ethnicity, age, nation, place, 
events or issues) 

 


